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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To prevent dust or the like in air from being stuck to an 
objective 

lens by providing a lens protector with a stop part which is 
projected toward 

an optical disk and has an aperture part whose area is narrower than 
the 

effective area of the objective lens. 

CONSTITUTION: A laser beam LB emitted from an objective lens 24 
toward an 

optical disk 33 is gradually narrowed and is converged; and since a 
stop part 

39b of a lens protector 39 is projected toward the optical disk, 
light emitted 

from the objective lens 24 and light made incident on the objective 
lens 24 are 

not intercepted though the area of an aperture part 4 0 of the stop 
part 39b is 
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V 

made smaller than the effective area of the objective lens 24 in 
accordance 

with the extent of this projection. The area of the aperture part 40 
of the 

lens protector 39 is smaller than the effective area of the objective 
lens 24, 

and the projecting stop P§£t.39^ protector 39 

cylindrically covers 

input/output light of the objective lens 24. Thus, dust or the like 
in air is 

hardly stuck to the objective lens. 
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